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Smythe's assassination, the man who has made a deposition
in the present case ; the man who was alleged by the
M'Keons to have been present at the meeting of the 24th,
and who, it was alleged, went down to the demesne gate on
the occasion of the murder ? Where is this Crown informer
Hanlon ? Why is he not here to corroborate the story of the
M'Keons ? He has saved his life. The Crown has purchased
his evidence, and still he is not produced : and yet, unless I
am very surprised, he is in the precincts of this Court. The
Crown now suggest to me that we may read Hanlon's deposi-
tion given before the resident magistrate. Gentlemen, the
Crown may not read it themselves without producing the
witness. But the Crown dare not produce him, because
Hanlon would have given the lie to the M'Keons. This,
gentlemen, is not the way to get at justice. This thirst by the
Crown to secure a conviction is not the way to secure an
honest conviction.5'
After having dealt in detail with the evidence, in con-
cluding he implored the jury c< not to allow yourselves to be
led away by any desire of righting society, which has been
talked of by my learned friend, I hope it will right itself by
fair means, but juries are not to be asked to convict innocent
men in order that this desired state of affairs may come
sooner."
It is interesting to record that later, when Carson became
the principal Crown prosecutor in Ireland, he never used the
argument of " the state of Ireland " to secure his convic-
tions : he always adhered with deadly effect to the evidence
of the crime in each specific case, without reference to the
wider field of crime and politics all over Ireland.
This speech of Carson's was much talked about in the
King's Inn and in the newspapers the next day. It was an
outstanding performance for a young man in his twenties,
who had stepped into the breach at the last moment. His
words had obviously had an effect upon the jury. For his
speech had been one of studied moderation : it was he,
and not the prosecution, who had called on the jury to
decide according to the evidence, and the evidence alone.
Peter O'Brien himself was much impressed by his young